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Limitations

This document has been prepared by AECOM Limited (“AECOM”) 
in accordance with its contract with Locality (the “Client”) and in 
accordance with generally accepted consultancy principles, the 
budget for fees and the terms of reference agreed between AECOM 
and the Client. Any information provided by third parties and referred 
to herein has not been checked or verified by AECOM, unless 
otherwise expressly stated in the document. 
AECOM shall have no liability to any third party that makes use of or 
relies upon this document. 

This document is intended to aid the preparation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and can be used to guide decision making 
and as evidence to support Plan policies, if the Qualifying Body (QB) 
so chooses. It is not a neighbourhood plan policy document. It was 
developed by AECOM based on the evidence and data reasonably 
available at the time of assessment and therefore has the potential 
to become superseded by more recent information. The QB is not 
bound to accept its conclusions. If landowners or any other party can 
demonstrate that any of the evidence presented herein is inaccurate 
or out of date, such evidence can be presented to the QB at the 
consultation stage. Where evidence from elsewhere conflicts with 
this report, the QB should decide what policy position to take in the 
Neighbourhood Plan and that judgement should be documented so 
that it can be defended at the Examination stage.

© This Report is the copyright of AECOM UK Limited. Any 
unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person other than the 
addressee is strictly prohibited

Lymm Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, role & 
responsibility:

Lymm Neighbourhood Plan Working Group is comprised of volunteers 
who live or work in Lymm. The Group operates as a Working Group of 
Lymm Parish Council, and work closely with designated Parish Council 
Members as well as reporting into the Parish Council. 
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Vision 
 “By 2037, Lymm will continue to 
provide excellent quality of life for 
those who work, live and enjoy 
their leisure time in the village. The 
strong community awareness 
will have deepened; the physical 
environment and the social and 
physical infrastructure improved. The 
contribution of visitors to the local 
economy will have grown. The valuable 
historical elements and the attractive 
natural environment of the Parish will 
have been protected and enhanced.” 
Vision Statement Neighbourhood Plan 
policies. 

The Masterplan Framework aims to 
build on the Lymm Neighbourhood 
Plan Vision Statement by 
recommending interventions that 
would help to create an attractive, 
vibrant and legible centre. The 
masterplan aims to enhance the 
experience in the village centre for 
both visitors and local residents.
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1.1 Background
The Village of Lymm in Warrington, Cheshire, 
has formulated a Neighbourhood Plan 
Working Group to shape and influence 
development within their area. The 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group is 
writing the Neighbourhood Plan for Lymm

Locality is the national membership 
network for community organisations that 
bring local people together to produce 
neighbourhood plans. Through Locality’s 
support programme, Lymm’s Neighbourhood 
Plan Working Group has appointed AECOM 
to undertake several studies that will 
underpin their emerging Neighbourhood 
Plan. These include a Heritage and Character 
Assessment produced in 2018, a Housing 
Needs Assessment in 2019 and a Design 
Code which was completed in 2022. 

This Masterplan will provide a strategic 
framework highlighting the current strengths 
and weaknesses of Lymm village centre and 
make recommendations for improvements 
necessary to optimise connectivity 
and enhance the local environment 
with the ultimate objective of creating a 
vibrant and sustainable village centre.

1.2 Purpose
The purpose of this masterplan is to provide 
an appreciation of the existing fabric within 
Lymm’s village centre, summarise the 
constraints and opportunities, and provide 
recommendations that would support 
the Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives.

A comprehensive masterplan has been 
produced using a SWOT analysis to 
understand the Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats. From this 
analysis recommendations to enhance the 
character and setting of Lymm village centre 
and promote its position as an economic 
and visitor destination can be made. 

The following overarching aims have 
been developed in response to an urban 
design analysis of the Village Centre: 

• Improve and enhance the 
movement network; 

• Provision for high-quality public realm; 
Improve access and parking; 

• Provide clear signage, way-
finding and gateways; and 

• Protect and enhance existing 
community facilities and consider 
future provisions, especially for young 
adults, and additional parking should be 
considered to support future uses. 
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Figure 1: Lymm Neighbourhood Plan Area
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1.4 Document Structure
This document is divided into 
the following six sections: 

• Introduction: Outlines the background, 
purpose, methodology, study area and 
masterplan document structure; 

• Masterplan Framework: Provides a 
comprehensive masterplan and key 
recommendations to enhance the 
urban fabric of Lymm Village Centre; 

• Next Steps: Provides the following steps for 
the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 

• Planning Policy Context: identifies 
relevant planning policies that 
influence Lymm’s Village Centre; 

• Understanding Lymm Village: 

• Understands the Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats (SWOT analysis) within Lymm 
Village Centre and summarises key 
constraints and opportunities; and 

• Engagement: Capture local aspirations 
for the Village Centre and understand the 
critical constraints within the Village Centre. 

1.5  Study Area
After discussing and confirming with 
Lymm Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Group, the main focus for the Masterplan 
is the Village Centre (see Figure 2).

The wider village settlement area will be 
included as parts of the masterplan, to 
ensure an integrated and comprehensive 
spatial strategy is delivered. 

1.3 Methodology 
The process that was undertaken to 
produce this Masterplan was as follows: 

• AECOM discussed issues with the Lymm 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. 

• AECOM carried out a desktop study and 
conducted a planning/background review. 

• AECOM developed an understanding 
of the Village Centre based on an 
urban design assessment and swot 
analysis to establish the constraints and 
opportunities within the Village Centre. 

• An engagement workshop was held in 
Lymm to allow the Neighbourhood Plan 
Working Group’s opinion to be captured. 

• A summary of recommendations 
was provided through a 
comprehensive masterplan. 

• After responding to the feedback from 
the engagement workshop, AECOM 
issued the final masterplan report. 
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Figure 2: Centre Study Area
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2.1 Masterplan Overarching Principles:

Signage, Wayfinding and Gateways

Enhancing key gateways to Lymm Village Centre will improve 
legibility, and accessibility  and improve permeability for visitors.  
Provision for clear signage and way-finding measures should 
be made especially to key destinations within Lymm, including 
pedestrian/cycle routes and recreational routes to and from the 
Bridgewater Canal, Lymm Dam, and the Trans Pennine Trail. This 
will promote permeability and movement and encourage the use 
of local facilities and aid the local economy. The use of bespoke 
signage, reflecting the historic character of Lymm will also help 
foster local distinctiveness and a sense of place. 

As a minimum the following should be considered:

• Trans Pennine Trail Sow Brook to village centre

• Trans Pennine Trail Whitbarrow Road to village centre

• Village centre to Dam

• Village centre to Lymm High School / Spud Wood

• Ridgeway Grundy Park / local parks

• Slitton Brook

• Spud Wood / canal to Lymm centre

• Other community facilities (e.g., health services, sports, leisure)

• Library and Lymm Community Hub / Business Centre

• Heritage Centre

Figure 3: Unclear signage due to lack 
of maintenance

Figure 4: Unclear/ hidden from view signage 
to Lymm Heritage Centre

Figure 5: Lack of signage along key 
routes and destinations

Figure 6: Presence of steep stairway along 
‘The Dingle’ poses accessibility and safety 
issues to users especially those with 
pushchair and people with mobility issues
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Community Facilities and Local Markets

Lymm has several community facilities 
including the Library and Community Hub 
/ Business Centre, Sanctuary Cafe, Tennis 
Club, Youth and Community Centre, Maple 
Lodge, Village Hall, Oughtrington Community 
Centre, Places of Worship, Heritage Centre, 
LHS Leisure Centre, Rugby Club, Cricket 
Club, Oughtrington Bowling Club, Statham 
Pools, Golf Club, parks and pubs (this list is 
not exhaustive, but highlights the importance 
of ‘community’ to the local population).

In addition to the physical assets, there are a 
number of annual events, festivals and clubs 
that take in and around the village centre 
that contribute to the local economy and 
social scene. Village centre events (such as 
the various regular and annual markets and 
festivals) are popular with both visitors and 
residents. 

Opportunities to enhance existing facilities, 
public realm and car parking opportunities 
would make a positive contribution to 
increasing the vibrancy of Lymm encouraging 
further participation in, and use of the 
facilities available.

Figure 7: Lymm Youth and Community Centre 
entrance Figure 8: The community centre building requires 

improvements and upgrade for future use

Figure 9: View of Boat Stage, adjacent to Lymm 
Community Centre

Figure 10: Lymm Makers Market
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Movement 

Lymm’s movement network lacks legibility 
and ease of access is hindered along some 
routes. The movement network must be 
permeable and inclusive to all kinds of 
users. Provision for inclusive routes must 
be made available primarily to pushchair 
users and people with disabilities across 
all recreational routes (at present sections 
of the Trans Pennine Trail within the Lymm 
Parish have barriers at entrances / exits that 
restrict wheelchairs, pushchairs and mobility 
scooters), and specifically ‘The Dingle’ which 
connects the Village Centre to the lower 
Lymm Dam. Connections to the Village 
Centre should be improved and enhanced to 
create attractive and accessible routes. 

Sustainable Traffic Flow

Lymm Parish Council traffic monitoring 
during 2022 has shown  that the bulk of the 
traffic through the village centre connect 
between Rushgreen and the A56 via Dane 
Bank Road and Brookfield road (figure 12), 
rather than passing Lymm Cross and along 
Eagle Brow.

Figure 11: Unclear signage, covered by foliage to 
Trans Pennine Trail

Figure 12: Lack of signage along key junctions 
connecting to Lymm Dam, Trans Pennine Trail and 
the Village Centre

2.1 Masterplan Overarching Principles:
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2.2 Parking Provision Within 
Village Centre
There is a lack of car parking within the 
Village Centre for both residents and visitors. 
The streets within the village are narrow, and 
on-street parking along several roads further 
hinders traffic flow for both pedestrians 
and vehicles. Parking for the markets is also 
limited (and can be made worse by market 
traders using limited spaces for their own 
vehicles), and options to provide additional 
parking facilities will need to be explored.

On the south side of the village is the car 
park off Crouchley lane / Lymm Dam, used by 
visitors to Lymm Dam. At the time of writing, 
the roads in this area are busy with street 
parking at weekends. This car park could 
be sympathetically expanded, minimising 
the impact to the adjacent communities. 

Poor signage to and from the various 
car parks further reduces legibility and 
accessibility within the Village Centre.

Within Lymm the number there are 6 main 
parking areas in or close to the village centre, 
comprising of approximately 250 car parking 
spaces. When events are held in or near 
the village centre, parking is problematic, 
and there is little scope to expand vehicle 
parking, so options to use existing parking 

efficiently and options to use non-vehicular 
ways to access the village centre should 
be explored e.g. for some larger events, 
organisers may explore using local private 
parking, possibly with a park and ride service.

Consideration should be given to 
events or markets being held in a closed 
village centre on a temporary basis, to 
allow for existing parking to be used for 
visitors e.g. in Henry Street car park, 
where regular markets are held. 

Crossing facilities within the Village Centre 
need to be enhanced to give pedestrians 
priority over vehicles, with new provisions 
made to improve accessibility. 

On-street parking provision on narrow streets 
results in reduced pavement width for users, 
particularly pushchair users and people 
with mobility issues. Wider pavements 
should be considered in the Village Centre 
to promote pedestrian flow and access. 
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Figure 13: Narrow pavements with parked cars 
hinder pedestrian flow and reduce accessibility 

Figure 14: Lack of parking facilities within the 
Village Centre reduce accessibility and result in an 
unattractive street scene.

Figure 15: Narrow pavements along the Village Centre 
reduce accessibility to all kinds of users, particularly 
those with mobility issues and pushchairs 

Recommendations: 

• The car park at Sow Brook is underused, 
free to park, but has a poor quality 
/ loose gravel surface and has no 
signage for visitors to find the village 
centre. It is also a convenient car park 
for users of the Trans Pennine Trail 
(TPT). It is recommended that the 
surface and pedestrian signage to the 
Sow Brook car park be improved. 

• Sympathetically expanding the 
car park at Crouchley lane.

• Consider temporary village 
centre closures for regular 
markets and events etc.

• Wider pavements in the village centre.

• Consider options to prioritise pedestrians 
over vehicles in the village centre.
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2.3 Public Realm
Lymm Village Centre has a small permeable 
block structure with active frontages 
and nodal points interconnected with 
established paths. The Village Centre 
is easy to navigate due to its compact 
geography, organic layout of streets, vistas, 
the rhythm of the buildings and focal points.

The visual quality of the public realm needs 
to be considered and improved to encourage 
a vibrant and welcoming centre. Presently 
priority appears to be given to vehicles rather 
than pedestrians, this should be reversed.

There are areas for improvement 
within the Village Centre.

Narrow pavements and uneven surfaces 
along ‘The Cross’ hinder pedestrian 
movement and accessibility, especially for 
people with limited mobility, changes in 
levels further exacerbate these issues.

The seating furniture around Lymm Cross 
is accessed via a poor-quality uneven 
surface and should be considered 
for sympathetic improvement.

Thought should be given to ways of 
improving the area around Lymm Cross, to 
address usability and safety concerns of the 
space around and in front of Lymm Cross.

Figure 16: Lymm Cross - one of the main landmarks 
and open public spaces in the Village Centre. 

Figure 17: A section of Eagle Brow (A6144) has 
a nice walk-able environment achieved with low 
curbs and paving materials 

Figure 18: Existing key destinations such as the links 
to Trans Pennine Trail need improvements

Figure 19: Lack of well-defined gateways into Lymm 
Village Centre
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Figure 20: Precedent images of public realm

Recommendations: 

• Provision of wider pavements and 
use of high-quality materials and 
surface treatments will enhance the 
visual appeal of ‘Lymm Cross’ and 
also support ease of movement, 
especially for pushchair users and 
people with mobility issues.

• Providing high-quality street 
furniture and public realm upgrades 
will further improve the user 
experience and attractiveness.

• The access from the A56 and Lymm 
Dam to the village centre includes 
a steep stairway with uneven risers 
which poses safety issues to all users 
and deters users with pushchair 
and mobility issues to access the 
convenient pedestrian link in and out 
of the Village Centre and surrounding 
areas. This means that this otherwise 
convenient and short active travel route 
is under-utilised. It is recommended 
that solutions to improve access to 
the village centre are investigated, 
for example by adding an access 
ramp on the steep hill below the 
A56 that drops to the Dingle.

Figure 21: The Lymm Gateway
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Figure 20: Precedent images of public realm

2.4 Exploring wider village

2.4.1 Proposed walking route

There is a walking route to explore the wider 
village. Starting at Sow Brook car park, the 
route follows Lymmhay Lane and Dane Bank 
Road before crossing the canal bridge into 
the village centre. The route can then be 
lengthened by following Pepper Street to the 
east or a shorter version heads west past the 
Boat Club and on to Rosebank.

The ‘Eastern Loop’ follows the pavements of 
Pepper Street and Longbutt Lane and also 
takes in some off road footpaths including 
the path across the field to St Peter’s 
Church where long distance views to the 
Pennine Hills and Central Manchester can be 
appreciated. The route crosses Oughtrington 
Lane joining the path alongside Oughtrington 
Cricket Club which leads on to Spud Wood, 
looping back and joining Sutch Lane. From 
Sutch Lane the route rejoins Pepper Street at 
Ravensbank School, then back to the village 
centre. From the village centre walkers can 
then start the ‘Western Loop’.

The ‘Western Loop’ goes along the canal 
towpath (the northern bank of the canal) 
from the village centre as far as Statham 
to join Yield Brow. The route crosses 
the field alongside the primary school 
towards Statham Lodge before passing 

Pool Farm and heading north. The route 
goes past Meadow View Fisheries and 
along Whitbarrow Road then crosses the 
golf course back to Sow Brook car park. 
With surface improvements, the Western 
Loop could encourage safe active travel to 
Statham Primary School and alongside the 
Bridgewater Canal.

2.4.2 New pedestrian bridge

There is a strong case for a new pedestrian 
& cycle bridge spanning the Bridgewater 
canal from south of the Sandstone Brook 
development (off Woodyatt Way), to the end 
of Pepper Street / Sutch Lane bridleway. A 
new bridge would be equidistant between 
Oughtrington Bridge and Lymm village center 
bridge.

On the North side of the canal is the biggest 
supermarket in Lymm, potentially the Lymm 
Health Centre and a planned new public 
space with a natural lake.  To the South is the 
village centre, two of the four major primary 
schools, 3 of 4 nurseries and on both sides 
of the Bridgewater canal are large residential 
areas.  To get to any service from one side 
to other presently dictates that people get in 
cars and travel through the village centre to 
cross the Bridgewater canal thus increasing 
road traffic unnecessarily, deterring cyclists 
and pedestrians.

A footbridge (suitable for carrying cycles 
and pushchairs) would increase safety, 
reduce pollution, increase footfall, encourage 
growth.  It would also simplify and make more 
scenic the two Loop walks. A new bridge 
is a requirement for many reasons. Any 
development within the Neighbourhood Plan 
area should contribute to a footbridge as 
they would be increasing density and should 
therefore help offset the impact. 

Figure 22: A pedestrian bridge would give an 
alternative route to some pedestrians who currently 
have to cross this bridge and use the narrow 
pavements on New Road. See map page 20
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2.5 Strategic Masterplan For 
Wider Village 
The strategic masterplan looks at the 
connections around the Village Centre 
and broader areas. A series of strategic 
locations are suggested, providing some 
social facilities outside the Village Centre. 
In addition, various types of enhanced 
connection measures are indicated in the 
broader masterplan, including footways to 
explore green spaces and heritage assets 
within the village, together with existing long- 
distance trails and the Trans Pennine Trail. 
These well-connected integrated routes will 
improve the accessibility within and outside 
the Village Centre. Potential planters or 
bollards could be considered to block roads 
around the Village Centre during events 
temporarily, to create a safe and traffic-free 
Village Centre.

Some sections of the Bridgewater canal 
towpath should be upgraded to a mixed use 
leisure route for walkers and cyclists, similar 
to the Bridgewater Way between Altrincham 
and Manchester. The priority sections to 
consider would be either side of the village 
centre, to Star Lane in Statham and to Mill 
Lane respectively, as these locations have 
convenient links to the Trans Pennine Trail. 
Suitable signage should be considered.

Figure 24: Bridgewater Way
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2.6 Village Centre Masterplan
A better-quality Village Centre would be 
achieved by improving the public realm and 
facilitating an inclusive environment for all 
users. A series of interventions across the 
Village Centre would aim to improve legibility 
through new way-finding strategies and 
improvements to the public realm.

Access to the village centre from Lymm 
Dam via the Dingle should be improved by 
addressing the issues with the steep steps 
down from the A56 Higher Lane. 

Lymm Cross area is one of the village’s main 
nodes and landmarks. It acts as an important 
feature but in order to enhance the overall 
permeability priority to pedestrians should be 
given at all adjoining streets.

Pavement and road surfaces need to be 
upgraded in order to create a pedestrian 
friendly space accessible to all users. 

The existing stone surface at the Eagle 
Brow/ The Cross should be extended 
further north along Bridgewater Street and 
further along The Cross, catalysing further 
paving upgrades and creating a much more 
‘pedestrian friendly’ space. Furthermore, 
any surface finishes of notable heritage 
significance should be maintained and 
repaired to a high standard. 

1

3

2

4

5

Give priority to pedestrians allowing 
free movement to all directions at 
The Cross Square area. 

Existing paving to be upgraded/ 
extended further north. Provide 
cobbleless pavements to give 
priority to pedestrians. 

Existing sett paving to be 
maintained and repaired. 

The corner bank building is out of 
the Village Centre character.   

Potential for surface improvements. 
Natural or traditional stone, setts or 
cobbles are acceptable.

Existing building is out of a place in 
the Village Centre.  
 

Landscape to be enhanced.  

Allocate parking bays and provide 
highway improvements.

Masterplan items

7

6

8

Village centre layout should consider the 
events that take place throughout the year 
by encouraging shared use space and 
temporary road closures.

 

Recommendations: 

• For ways to improve the village 
centre using planters / moveable 
bollard points to be used for 
temporary road closures; and

• Produce a brief and commission 
of feasibility report by suitably 
qualified company to improve the 
area around the Cross to provide 
visual masterplan for this area and 
surrounding street and road network.
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2.6 Village Centre Masterplan
2.6.1 Built Form

Particular attention should be given to the 
quality of buildings. The building on the 
junction of Eagle Brow and Bridgewater 
Street (former bank building) is out of 
character and contributes negatively to the 
overall village scape. Future redevelopment 
of this building  should respect the character 
of Lymm village. As a corner building it should 
be a focal point.

Whilst it is recognised that Lymm Youth and 
Community Centre is also out of character 
with the rest of the Village Centre, some 
improvements have been made to the visual 
appeal of the upper and lower entrances. 

2.6.2 Village Centre Green Spaces

Attention should be given to the green 
spaces along the Bridgewater Canal 
adjacent to both Henry Street and Davies 
Way car parks, with consideration to a hard 
landscaping built form with regard to planters 
and innovative seating form to allow visitors 
to sit and enjoy the vista.

The existing fencing from the library to 
the junction of Davies Way and boat stage 
should be replaced with a boundary more in 
character with the village. Drainage of this 
area should be considered, to prevent the 
repeated flooding of the car park and existing 
footway.

The Sunken Garden within the village centre 
is currently not as an attractive or welcoming 
space as it could be, due to lack of natural 
light and poor seating. Innovative ways to 
improve the usage of this area would benefit 
the village centre.

The grassed area between Whitbarrow 
Road and the canal (above the steps down 
to Slitton Brook) could considered for 
improvement, to be used for events, market 
stalls or seating.

2.6.3 Village Centre Car Parking

Innovative ways of increasing car parking 
provision in the Village Centre area should 
be explored. On-street car parking along 
Brookfield Road and Church Road could 
be formalised. Highway improvements and 
parking bay provision should be created 
to improve the street-scape. Following 
proposals may be considered: 

• Relocation of the Davies Way 
recycling facilities would yield a small 
increase in car parking sapces;

• Davies Way Car park layout improvements;

• Henry Street car park layout 
improvements; and 

• Sow Brook playing fields car park 
surface improvements. 
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2.7 Focus Areas in Village 
Centre Masterplan

Narrow Pavements

Residents have identified the narrow and 
uneven pavements as a particular problem 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, particularly 
entering the village from New Road, the 
cobbled area around Lymm Cross and the 
steep hills along Rectory Lane and Eagle 
Brow. 

A potential improvement would be the 
introduction to Lymm Village centre of 
a “Shared Space” Scheme. This would 
effectively remove the kerbs, bringing the 
road and pavements surfaces to the same 
level so that people can move more freely 
alongside the traffic. The layout would allow  
traffic to move through the village but at 
lower speeds, respecting pedestrians’ needs. 
This is an increasingly common solution used 
in places facing similar problems to those 
identified in Lymm. Examples can be seen in 
Frodsham Street, Chester and Poynton. 

With level pavement and road surfaces, a 
shared space scheme would also make the 
Village Centre more flexible for events that 
involve closing the centre to traffic. (e.g. 

Dickensian Day, Lymm Transport Day, Lymm 
Festival). 

A consistent approach should be taken to 
the treatment of all public realm areas, e.g. 
it is noted that many of the railings used in 
and around the village are different to each 
other  E.g. the railings around the upper dam, 
lower dam, the sunken garden etc. are all of 
different styles.

Figure 27: Precedent images of wider footpathFigure 28: The narrow pavement along some of the 
key routes within the Village Centre hinders the 
pedestrian flow
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“Bridgewater Quarter” Commercial 
District

Improved, more accessible, more usable 
surfaces required for this area as previously 
discussed.

The road surface from Bridgewater Street 
to Boat Stage along the side of the Youth & 
Community Centre, up to the canal bank. This 
should be sympathetically improved to make 
it more accessible to all users, and to ensure 
that there is an easily accessible route from 
the village centre to the Henry Street and 
Davies Way car parks and to Statham.

Cobbled Area Around Lymm Cross

Improved, more accessible, more usable 
surface required. 

Careful consideration should be given to 
the public realm around Lymm Cross to 
make it more accessible to a range of users, 
especially those with limited mobility.

Cross Cross 
SquareSquare

Existing sett paving to be 
maintained and repaired.

Improve current paving 
areas around the Cross,; 
Give priority to pedestrians 
allowing free movement to all 
directions. 

Potential to extend level 
shared surface further north. 

A photo showing earlier Lymm Cross layout

Figure 29: Improvement around the Cross Figure 30: Bridgewater Quarter Commercial 
District
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Lymm village centre has five main gateways:

1. Eagle Brow

2. Rectory Lane

3. Rushgreen road / New Road

4. The combination of routes from 
Davies Way carpark (via Boat Stage and the 
steps down from Henry Street Car Park and 
the route to the Cross via the canal bank 
(past the Golden Fleece garden)

5. The Dingle, from Church Road

Of these routes, none are suitable for people 
with restricted mobility, particularly the latter 
two that are largely pedestrian only.

Improving access via these routes, 
particularly New Road, the routes from Davies 
Way and via the Dingle to current standards 
should be treated as priorities by future 
developments around in and around Lymm 
village Centre.

The other gateways to the village centre 
could be considered for improvement 
depending on the location of any 
development:

1. The Bridgewater canal bank from the 
east

2. The Bridgewater canal bank from the 
west

3. Access from the upper section of 
Longbutt Lane (via Longbutt Lane, Orchard 
Avenue or the May Queen field

4. Whitbarrow Road / via the Aqueduct

5. (Access via Sutch Lane is the 
responsibility of Warrington Borough Council 
Active Travel team.)
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Important Active Travel Routes

There are already many footpaths in Lymm, 
however they are in need of improvement 
to make them suitable all year round and to 
encourage active travel around the parish, 
whilst avoiding main roads particularly for 
travel to schools and recreation destinations.

The following routes require 
improvement: 

Area 1 (Figure 28)

• Area 1: Sutch Lane, from Oughtrington 
lane to Pepper street – significant drainage 
issues leave large parts of this bridleway 
a quagmire for much of the year. Leaf fall 
would need to be taken into account, any 
improvements should be sympathetic to 
the surrounding environment and that this 
is a mixed use bridleway.; In addition it is 
noted that a new primary health care facility 
is proposed off Rushgreen Road, and that a 
pedestrian / cycle bridge across the canal 
at this point would optimise existing active 
travel routes avoiding busy main roads. 

• Area 1: The route from Lymm Dam to the 
Village Centre (the Dingle), primarily the 
access down from the A56 Higher lane 
(currently steep and uneven steps), to 
be suitable for cyclists, wheelchairs and 
pushchairs; 

• Area 1: Longbutt Lane footpath and 
footpath across field behind St Peters 
Church – consider that this would be 
used by both cycle & pedestrians as an 
active travel route for the High School 
which avoids the traffic on Longbutt lane, 
at the High School end the path narrows 
substantially; 

Figure 31: Steep and uneven steps to the village 
centre via The Dingle.
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Area 2 (Figure 29)

• Area 2: Provision of high-quality pedestrian/ 
cycle and recreational routes particularly 
along the Bridgewater Canal and Lymm 
Dam and links to the Trans Pennine Trail will 
enhance the experience and movement 
within Lymm. These measures will make 
the Village Centre more accessible to 
residents and visitors and encourage 
the use of active travel routes to Village 
Centre facilities, increasing footfall and 
therefore improving the local economy. The 
Bridgewater canal footpath between Yield 
Brow at Statham through Lymm Village 
Centre to Oughtrington and beyond, as 
main active travel routes across the village 
(e.g. the tow path has been improved and 
widened from Altrincham to Manchester 
Centre, creating a popular commuter and 
leisure route known as the Bridgewater 
Way);

• Area 2: Footpath alongside Statham 
Primary School from Warrington Road to 
the Trans-Pennine Trail, and up to the Canal 
tow path via Yield Brow; 

Figure 32: Bridgewater Way at Altrincham.

Figure 33: Statham footpath, accessed via Yield 
Brow.
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Area 3 (Figure 30)

• Area 3: Paths to Oughtrington Primary 
School from Oughtrington Close and 
Rushgreen; and especially from Chaise 
Meadow

• Area 3: The Trans Pennine Trail, sections 
of which are in poor repair, especially 
beneath the M6 and (whilst outside of 
Lymm Parish), the section past the utilities 
property between Mill Lane and Seamons 
Road (a direct cycle commuting route 
to Manchester centre & walking route to 
Dunham Massey). 

Policy Suggestion

Future development should consider to 
improve/ provide active travel routes to all 
community facilities, avoiding busy roads. 
This approach will allow new residents and 
all children to use active travel to get to 
their place of exercise & provide the option 
of using active travel routes for the school 
commute. 

Sutch LaneSutch LaneBridgewater canalBridgewater canal

Bridgewater Bridgewater 
canalcanal

Bridgewater canalBridgewater canal

Oughtrington Community Oughtrington Community 
Primary SchoolPrimary School

Oughtrington Community Oughtrington Community 
Primary SchoolPrimary School

Ravenbank Community Ravenbank Community 
Primary SchoolPrimary School

Oughtrington Oughtrington 
LaneLane

Longbutt LaneLongbutt Lane

Trans-Pennine TrailTrans-Pennine Trail

Mill Mill 
lanelane

BroomedgeBroomedge

RushgreenRushgreen

Trans-Pennine TrailTrans-Pennine Trail

Trans-Pennine TrailTrans-Pennine Trail

High SchoolHigh School

Higher LaneHigher Lane

Pepper StreetPepper Street

Lymm DamLymm Dam 

Pepper StreetPepper Street

Sutch LaneSutch Lane

St Peters St Peters 
ChurchChurch

Statham Statham 
Primary Primary 
SchoolSchool

M6M6

Figure 34: Routes require 
improvement area 1

Figure 35: Routes require 
improvement area 2

Figure 36: Routes require 
improvement area 3
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3  Next Steps
This document provides a masterplan 
and recommendations for the potential 
enhancement and development in Lymm and 
should be read in conjunction with the Lymm 
Neighbourhood Plan Design Code document. 
The report is based on high-level reviews of 
the village’s site context, constraints, and 
designations.
The review suggests that any future 
development should align with the local 
characteristics and the existing context. 
Therefore, the general design principles and 
concept masterplan within will guide future 
developments in Lymm to respect the area 
and conserve the existing setting, heritage, 
links, and townscape character. 

The Lymm Council will use this document 
to embed the design policies within 
the Neighbourhood Plan to achieve the 
objectives set out in this document. 
Developers should also observe this 
document to understand the expected 
design quality.

Overall this document provides a holistic 
set of design principles and conceptual 
masterplans for Lymm, which will ensure 
that the village’s character and appearance 
are protected in the event of future 
developments.
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E APPEND

IX

Lymm is a village and civil parish that lies 
within a Unitary Authority of Warrington 
in Cheshire. Any development within the 
area should comply with national and local 
planning policy. This section summarises the 
planning policy context as follows:

4.1 National Planning Policy

National Planning Policy Framework (2021)

The NPPF will be a vital tool in ensuring that 
we get planning for the right homes, built 
in the right places, and of the right quality, 
whilst at the same time as protecting our 
environment.

The relevant paragraphs are:

• - Delivering a sufficient supply of homes; 
- Building a strong, competitive economy; 
- Promoting healthy and safe communities; 
- Promoting sustainable transport; 
- Making effective use of land; 
- Achieving well designed places;                              
-Protecting Green Belt land; 
- Conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment; 
- Conserving and enhancing the historic 
environment. 

Adhering to the NPPF will help to ensure 
high quality developments which blend into 
the fabric of the existing Villagescape and 
facilitate local.

4.2 Local Planning Policy
Warrington Updated Proposed 
Submission Version Local Plan (UPSVLP) 
2021–2038 

It was submitted to the Secretary of State for 
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities on 
22 April 2022 for independent examination. It 
will provide the statutory planning framework 
to 2038. The following summarised policies 
will influence development within Lymm’s 
Village Centre. Within Warrington’s hierarchy 
of centres Lymm Village is defined as a 
Neighbourhood Centre. 

Policy DEV5 – Retail and Leisure Needs

New retail and leisure development will be 
directed towards Neighbourhood Centres 
where the development is of a scale and 
nature appropriate to the area served by the 
centre.

Policy INF1 – Sustainable Travel and 
Transport

Priority should be given to walking, cycling 
and public transport within the design of 
developments, reducing the need to travel by 
private car.

The council and its partners will seek to 
promote sustainable travel by supporting 
developments which:

• Provide infrastructure for charging electric 
vehicles;

• Effectively allocate road space in favour of 
public transport, pedestrians and cyclists;

• Give priority to the needs and safety of 
pedestrians and cyclists;

• Improve wayfinding;
• Enhance and develop integrated networks 

of continuous, attractive and safe 
networks for walking and cycling;

• Provide high quality secure and 
conveniently located bicycle parking 
facilities at new developments, at 
transport interchanges and hubs and 
community facilities.    

Policy INF4 – Community Facilities 

The council will support the development of 
new, or the co-location and co-ordination of 
existing education, health, social, cultural and 
community facilities. Where possible such 
facilities should be located in defined centre 
and neighbourhood hubs. 

Policy DC2 – Historic Environment 

Elements of the historic environment which 
contribute most to Warrington Borough’s 
distinctive identity and sense of place should 
not be harmed. Within Lymm these include:
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• The Bridgewater Canal;
• Places of worship;
• Conservation Areas and listed buildings 
• Key cultural assets encompassing 

parklands, woodlands, landscapes, 
canals and riversides, museums, libraries, 
art galleries, public art, food and drink, 
customs and traditions. 

Policy DC3 – Green Infrastructure 

A key focus will be on reinforcing, and 
maximising the environmental and socio-
economic benefits from, the following 
strategic green links which connect the 
Borough to the wider sub-region:

• The Bridgewater Canal; and
• The Trans Pennine Trail.

Policy DC5 – Open Space, Outdoor Sports 
and Recreation Provision 

The Council will work with partners to ensure 
that a comprehensive range of sport and 
recreation facilities will be provided across 
Warrington to meet the needs of the existing 
and proposed population.

Policy DC6 – Quality of Place

Good design should be at the centre of all 
development proposals having regard to the 
following principles:

Design and Layout

• Respect existing local character within the 
surrounding built environment, and where 
appropriate the landscape setting, having 
regard to density, street layouts, scale, 
height and massing; 

• Contribute positively to the public realm 
and avoiding unnecessary street clutter; 

• Maximise the benefits of any waterfront 
locations, optimising views and natural 
surveillance of the waterfront and 
opportunities for public access to it; 

• Encourage innovative design solutions 
that are appropriate to the local context; 

• Ensure there is no unacceptable adverse 
impact on the amenity of neighbouring 
occupants or adjacent land users, 
including by reason of overlooking; 

• Not result in unacceptable conditions 
for future users and occupiers of the 
development (see Policy ENV8); and 

• Provide adequate and carefully designed 
storage for bins and recycling containers.

Materials

• Use a palette of high quality materials 
which are appropriate to the local context 
in all respects including: type, colour, 
texture, element size and laying pattern 
and avoid unnecessary and excessive 
patterning; and 

• Wherever practical, use low embodied 
energy materials, including materials 
that are sourced locally or involve the 
appropriate reuse of existing resources 
through the conversion of existing 
buildings or reuse of demolished 
structures.

Movement and Accessibility 

• Incorporate and promote sustainable 
methods of transport, including cycle 
routes, walking routes and good links to 
public transport; 

• Design places which are not dominated by 
vehicular access or parking. 

• Be inclusive and accessible to all and 
promote permeability by creating places 
that connect with each other and with 
existing services and are easy to move 
through.



39

Lymm Neighbourhood Plan Steering GroupLymm Masterplan

AECOM

Neighbourhood Plan Policy

Conservation Areas in Lymm (2010)

Within Lymm, three areas are considered 
to be unique in this way. They have been 
designated as Conservation Areas to 
help the Council and the Community to 
protect their character. These are: Lymm 
Village Centre 1971, The Eagle Brow Area 
1973 and The New Road Area 1973.

Draft Lymm Village Design Statement 
(VDS), (2002)

The VDS is an advisory document 
produced by the local community group 
using their extensive knowledge of the 
neighbourhood area. It describes the 
distinctive local character of Lymm village, 
its setting, geology, economy, the built 
environment and the qualities valued 
by its residents.  It also provides clear 
guidelines on how new developments can 
be made to fit into the existing character 
of the village and a design checklist to 
be used for every new development.

The document provides guidance on built 
form, materials and treatment, building 
details, boundary treatments, landscape, 
open spaces, street furniture and highways. 
Even though the document was formulated 
15 years ago, it holds relevance, and 
provides an in-depth understanding 
of Lymm’s historic Villagescape and 
can be used as a reference tool while 
devising the design codes for Lymm. The 
design codes intend to reflect upon the 
guidance provided wherever applicable/ 
relevant to the present day scenario.
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Environmental Protection SPD (2013)

This Supplementary Planning Document 
sets out the Council’s approach to 
dealing with Environmental Protection 
including: Contaminated Land Air Quality, 
Light Pollution Noise and Vibration, and 
identifies associated impacts that could 
affect public health and wellbeing.

Landscape Character Assessment (2007)

The Landscape Character Assessment 
(LCA) forms a part of the evidence base to 
prepare Development Plan Documents. The 
LCA provides base information on the visual 
status of Warrington’s landscapes, from 
which Visual Impact Assessments can be 
judged.  
The document also provides a detailed 
Character Assessment for Lymm. It 
includes the landscape and built-up areas 
assessment. The most characteristic feature 
of Lymm village is the valley in which it stands. 

Lymm Dam has created a sizeable 
recreational water body with a spillway into 
a steep-sided section of the valley known 
as The Dingle to the south of the village. It 
notes Lymm Dam as one of the key cultural 
elements in the landscape, which provides 
essential wildlife resources. Moreover, 
the large lake at Middleton Hall formed 
from flooded mineral extraction works.
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5  Understanding 
Lym

m
 Village

5.1 General Description 
Lymm is a historic rural village set in the 
hLymm is a historic rural village set in the 
heart of Cheshire. With excellent transport 
links to Warrington, Altrincham, Liverpool 
and Manchester, it is ideal for commuting 
to the surrounding areas. Lymm Village 
Centre is a designated Conservation Area 
and has several heritage assets that define 
its character. The historic Lymm Dam has 
various public footpaths, canal paths and 
the Trans Pennine trail, surrounded by rich 
wildlife and woodlands. The Bridgewater 
Canal runs through the centre of Lymm and 
provides recreational routes for pedestrian 
and cyclists. Dramatic topography, along with 
the natural and built assets, contributes to 
its vibrant character, attracting a significant 
number of visitors. 
Lymm’s borders are parallel with the M56 
motorway in the south, the M6 motorway in 
the west and with the Manchester Ship Canal 
forming the northern border. Figure 37: Location Map
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Figure 38: Village Centre 
Centre Study Area
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5.2 Village Structure 
Lymm has remained a small agricultural 
settlement throughout the medieval period. 
From the 16th century, the industry began to 
play a vital role in the local area’s economy. 
Lymm has evolved over many centuries. 
Lymm’s oldest surviving site is the St Mary’s 
Church overlooking the Lymm Dam. This 
site, with its church, inn and village green 
setting, formed Lymm’s original centre. The 
village’s current centre is defined by ‘Lymm 
Cross’, which evolved when the Bridgewater 
Canal was constructed. It cut through the 
18th-century Village Centre, known today as 
‘The Square’. As the local industry developed 
in the 18th century, a triangular settlement 

1940s pre war 
housing

1950s

1960s

1970s

1980s

1990s

2000s onwards

Uncategorised

key to shading on 
following page 

Figure 39: Lymm Dam, built-in 1821 is one of the key 
destinations in Lymm, with idyllic walking routes and 
links to the Village Centre and Trans Pennine Trail. 
St Mary’s Church, visible at the back, is one of the 
significant heritage assets in Lymm.

Figure 40: Bridgewater Canal runs along the Lymm 
Village Centre and has an attractive canal path, cycle, 
and recreational route connecting the surrounding 
area. 

pattern began to emerge. 

Quarrying in Lymm’s valleys resulted in 
the deepening of the valley of the Slitten 
Brook. Other industries soon followed, which 
including tanning, nail slitting and powder 
making. This was followed by the Bridgewater 
canal, cutting through the Village Centre to 
feed the growing industries, especially the 
fustian cutting industry. From the mid-19th 
century, the village became a centre for 
fustian cutting. Workers cottages were built 
as well as larger houses and gardens for the 
owners of these industries. In the 1820s, the 
need for water supplies grew due to rapid 

industrial growth. This led to the building of 
Lymm Dam and the turnpike road’s re-routing 
(which is now the A56). 

With the decline of the industries, Lymm 
continued to be a small settlement and has 
retained its village settlement character. 
Lymm is mainly suburban, with nearby 
centres at Warrington and Manchester 
acting as a significant employment source. 
It is essential to retain and enhance this rural 
character of the Lymm settlement.
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Figure 41: Historic Development (key on page 44)

N
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5.3 Landscape
Lymm is identified as Landscape 
Character Type 3 ‐Red Sandstone 
Escarpment and Landscape Character 
Area 3C within the Warrington Landscape 
Character Assessment, 2007. This 
character area is described as follows:

Within Area 3C, the topography creates an 
intimate landscape, often self-enclosed 
by woodlands and hedgerow trees. Views 
from the area are therefore less sensitive 
than other areas. Lymm water tower and St 
Peter’s Church, Oughtrington are exceptions, 
forming local landmarks. To the east of Lymm, 
around Oughtrington, the landscape is more 
open and landless, dissected by streams. 
Lymm falls under Type 3 Red Sandstone 
Escarpment landscape character type.

 The Massey Brook basin forms the 
boundaries of the area to the west, the 
Warrington Borough boundary to the south 
and east, and the north’s Bridgewater Canal. 
The land again generally falls to the north 
but is occasionally rolling and undulating 
nature, and then falls back to the south. 
Agriculture is a balance of both pastoral 
and arable farming. The streams passing 
through the area are more branched than in 

Key Characteristics:

• Smaller scale, more intimate rural 
landscape

• Luxuriant hedgerow trees with a diverse 
range of species

• Rolling landscape

• Restricted views

• A strong feeling of high landscape quality

the adjoining areas, with tributaries running 
parallel to the ridge-line. Stream valleys are 
generally shallow, with only Bradley Brook 
forming a steep-sided valley passing through 
Lymm and in the vicinity of Lymm Dam.

The main red sandstone ridge runs outside 
and to the south of the Warrington Borough 
boundary towards the village of High Legh. 
There is a secondary, lower ridgeline to the 
north at a lower elevation, running from 
east to west at 60-55m O.D. between the 
hamlet of Broomedge and the village of 
Lymm. Vegetation in the area is generally 
notably vigorous and healthy, particularly 
compared with the rest of Warrington 
Borough. Hedgerows and hedgerow trees 
appear more luxuriant, more abundant and 
well-formed. They include a more diverse 
range of species, including chestnut, 
lime, beech and willow, to accompany the 
more universally found common oak.
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Massey Brook
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Statham
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Figure 42: Historic Development
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5.4 Movement
Lymm has excellent road links to the 
surrounding areas and is ideally located 
for commute to Warrington, Manchester 
and Liverpool by private vehicle. The 
main gateways to Lymm village are 
from the A56 Stockport Road and 
Lymm Road via the M56 and M6. 

The primary routes through the village are 
Stockport Road, Higher Lane and Rushgreen 
Road. Eagle Brow (A6144) is the primary 
road through the Village Centre. From the 
west, the street is enclosed by natural red 
sandstone walls, some of which are over 
two meters high, with trees and hedgerows 
providing a dramatic entrance to the village. 
The character of the road changes rapidly 
once entering the village and has a more 
urban function. The commercial buildings 
within the Village Centre create a sense of 
enclosure along the road’s route, except 
when crossing the lower Dam, which has an 
open character. It reaches its peak on the 
bridge crossing the Bridgewater Canal and 
provides attractive views across the canal. 

Motorway

National Cycle Network 
Route 62
Primary street 

Secondary street

Tertiary street

Public right of way

Bus route

key to map on following 
page

There is an established street 
hierarchy in Lymm, which enhances the 
accessibility of the village, and reflects 
the historical evolution of the village. 

The secondary streets form a spine to 
the broader street network and connect 
the tertiary/residential streets. 

There are extensive pedestrian footpaths 
throughout the area; the most notable are the 
pedestrian routes along the Dam, primarily 
recreational routes. ‘The Dingle’, a lane 
adjacent to the Lymm Lower Dam, connects 
the Village Centre to the wider area (via steep 
steps). The towpath along the Bridgewater 
Canal is also well used by pedestrians. 

Lymm has a good movement network and 
is connected well with the surrounding 
areas. However, insufficient public transport 
and lack of car parking increased car 
dependence. New development must 
where possible connect to existing and 
create future sustainable routes that 
are permeable and legible and help 
enhance the movement network. 
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Figure 43: Movement network analysis (key on page 48)
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5.5 Heritage
Within Lymm, there are many listed buildings 
and heritage assets that define its historic 
character. Three areas within Lymm have 
been designated as Conservation Areas. 
These areas include the Lymm Village Centre, 
The Eagle Brow Area and the New Road Area.  

Some of the notable historical assets include 
the Lymm Cross, the Bridgewater Canal, 
Lymm Dam, Lymm Hall, the Church of St. 
Mary. Several other buildings, especially 
the residential quarters that supported the 
industries in the 18th and 19th-century, 
establish the village’s historical identity.

The architectural detailing seen on many 
historic buildings in Lymm should be seen as 
precedents for future development. However, 
designers should be careful not to replicate 
styling as a pastiche of historical buildings. 

Lymm Conservation Area
Listed Buildings

Lymm

Booths Hill

Statham

Rushgreen

Figure 44: Map of conservation area & 
highlighting listed buildings in parish
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5.6 Heritage Trail through wider 
village
The Lymm Heritage Trail is a 3.5-mile self- 
guided route that features the village’s natural 
heritage, such as Lymm Dam and Lymm 
Village Centre. With level surfaced paths and 
signposts all the way, the Trail allows for all 
users, be it families, cyclists, pushchairs or 
wheelchairs. Some parts are also accessible 
to horse riders. Look out for wildflowers such 
as foxgloves, teasels and ox-eye daisies, 
along with various forms of wildlife. The route 
is waymarked, and route maps can be found 
on information boards along the trail.

Lymm also benefits from access to the Trans 
Pennine Trail. The main traffic-free Trail is a 
crucial part of the National Cycle Network 
in England and spans from Southport to 
Hornsea on the East coast. 

Made up of a combination of existing 
walkways, the Trans Pennine Trail follows 
riverbank paths, canal towpaths and disused 
railway lines. The Trail through Lymm runs 
parallel to the Bridgewater Canal, providing 
picturesque views of a cross-section of the 
areas countryside and cultural heritage.

Figure 45: Current historic trail (source: https://www.lymmparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/05/LymmHeritageTrailMap_UpdatedFeb2021.pdf
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5.7 Open Spaces
Lymm village is an attractive place that 
benefits from high quality open spaces. 
These spaces provide opportunities for 
walking, outdoor recreation, sports and leisure 
activities. Spud Wood is a thriving mix of 
broad-leaf woodland and grassland meadow 
with abundant bird-life and views over the 
surrounding area, stretching to the Pennines 
in the east. The Bridgewater Canal runs along 
the northern boundary of Spud Wood. There 
is existing woodland, Helsdale Wood, that 
borders it to the south. 

The historic Lymm Dam has various public 
footpaths, canal paths and the Trans 
Pennine trail, surrounded by rich wildlife 
and woodlands. The Bridgewater canal 
runs through the centre of Lymm village. It 
connects with the Trent and Mersey Canal 
at Preston Brook, Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal at Leigh, the Rochdale Canal and the 
Manchester Ship Canal. 

A deficit of public open spaces and play areas 
has been identified within the Neighbourhood 
area, which needs to be addressed as part of 
future proposals.
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Allotments
Equipped Play
Green Corridor
Informal Play
Natural/Semi-Natural Green Space
Outdoor Sports Private
Outdoor Sports Public
Outdoor Sports School
Parks and Gardens
Incidental Space Public

N

Figure 46: Map of recreational spaces
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5.8 Village Centre
Lymm Village Centre is a designated 
Conservation Area with a well-defined 
commercial and civic hub. Several historic 
buildings within the Village Centre document 
its rich heritage and define the historic 
character of Lymm. The Lymm Cross is a 
grade I listed structure that stands proudly on 
ancient sandstone steps in the heart of the 
historic Village Centre. The Cross and Eagle 
Brow are the primary commercial streets 
and accommodate cafes, restaurants, public 
houses, retail and commercial units. Lymm 
Village Centre is predominantly occupied by 
small independent retailers. Lymm Library 
is located along Davies Lane, and Lymm 
Community Hall is situated along Pepper 
Street. The Bridgewater Canal running across 
the centre of the village was undoubtedly a 
significant influence on the development and 
rebuilding of the village and has continued 
to be a striking landscape feature in the 
heart of the village. Lymm Village Centre 

has good pedestrian links, canal path and 
recreational routes that have the potential to 
connect to the surrounding areas. Brookfield 
Road contains a number of medical, social 
and recreational land uses. Both Ridgeway- 
Grundy Memorial Park and Lymm Lawn 
Tennis Club are located off Brookfield Road 
and caters to recreational uses. 

The expanse of exposed sandstone outcrops 
and distinctive dramatic rolling topography 
with steep valleys set the scene within the 
Village Centre fabric. Due to its attractive 
rural setting and historic character with 
easy access to Warrington, Manchester and 
wider areas, it provides an attractive tourist 
destination. 
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Figure 47: Lymm Cross designated Grade 1 listed 
heritage asset located at the heart of the Village 
Centre 

Figure 48: Lymm Dam built-in 1821 is one of the key 
destinations in Lymm with idyllic walking routes and 
links to the Village Centre and the Trans Pennine trail 

Figure 49: Bridgewater Canal runs through the centre 
of Lymm and has an attractive canal path, cycle, and 
the recreational route connecting the surrounding 
area 
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Strengths

• A vibrant historic rural village is set within 
an attractive natural setting, making it 
appealing to live, work, and visit; 

• Strategic location with excellent road links 
to Manchester, Liverpool, Manchester 
airport and broader areas; 

• Good mix of retail shops, commercial uses 
and services within the Village Centre; 

• A good network of active travel routes 
through the area, including the Trans 
Pennine Trail along the old rail track, the 
Village path along the Bridgewater Canal 
and smaller local paths which connect to 
the Village Centre and surrounding areas; 

• A wide variety of buildings, places and 
spaces; 

• Natural features and access to panoramic 
views of the countryside; and 

• Sense of place and community values. 
Regular markets and festivals make Lymm 
attractive to both residents and visitors. 

5.9 S.W.O.T Analysis
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Weaknesses

• Accessibility within the Village Centre 
is reduced due to narrow footpaths 
and inadequate crossing points, and 
is further exacerbated by the lack of 
signage and wayfinding measures. Narrow 
footpaths and on-street parking further 
reduce usable space on pavements and 
hinder pedestrian flow and deter users, 
particularly those with pushchairs and 
people with mobility issues; 

• The inferior public realm, especially 
around ‘The Cross’ needs improvement to 
support all users. Poor quality seating and 
street furniture reduce the attractiveness 
of the public realm around.

• Though Lymm Village centre has good 
pedestrian links, the lack of signage to key 
destinations deters users and visitors.

• Key recreational routes such as 
connections to the Trans Pennine trail are 
not well signed; and

• Connections to the Village Centre lack 
legibility and need improvements. There 
are several recreational routes within 
Lymm that visitors are unlikely to use due 
to lack of clear signage.

• Whilst the canal path and links to the Trans 
Pennine Trail are widely used by medium & 
long distance cyclists there is little signage 
or information to encourage visitors to use 
the Village Centre facilities; 

• Path to Lymm Dam called ‘The Dingle’ 
includes a steep stairway, which deters 
users, especially people with pushchairs 
and mobility issues; 

• Lack of parking facilities within the Village 
Centre has reduced accessibility, and 
parking dominates the street scene within 
residential streets; 

• Poor public transport links, particularly 
in rural areas like Broomedge, result in 
isolation and reduce accessibility.

• Higher car dependencies have hindered 
traffic flow and movement within Lymm

• Lymm is bisected north / south by the 
Bridgewater Canal, with only 9 crossing 
points in the Parish. Six of the nine of 
the bridges and aqueducts in the Parish 
date from the 18th Century and are 
single carriageway, listed structures. 
Whilst visually appealing these were 
not designed for modern vehicles and 

traffic volumes coupled with mixed road use 
(vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists etc).

• The only east / west vehicle route through 
the Parish on the north side of the 
Bridgewater canal is in places not suitable for 
any significant volume of traffic, requiring use 
of the limited capacity canal crossings,

• Lack of active travel routes passing north 
/ south across the Bridgewater canal that 
avoid busy main roads

• There is no fit for purpose Active Travel route 
between the village centre and main schools, 
and the new development area around 
Woodyatt Way (which may include a new 
Health Centre / Community facilities)
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Opportunities

• Improving active travel connections within 
Lymm Village Centre and surrounding 
areas, particularly to key destinations; 

• Clearly defined gateways into Lymm 
village; The use of bespoke signage can 
help enhance local distinctiveness and 
encourage tourism; 

• Public realm improvements to pedestrian 
links, canal path, and connections to the 
Trans Pennine Trail; 

• Provision of clear signage, especially at 
key destinations and along recreational 
routes, like the Bridgewater canal path and 
Lymm Dam, links to the Trans Pennine Trail, 
improve legibility and movement. This will 
also help encourage the use of Village 
Centre facilities and dwell time; 

• Signage to encourage use of the sunken 
garden, especially by visitors

• Public realm improvements to ‘Lymm 
Cross’ square. Use high-quality materials 
and surface treatments with wider 
pavements to encourage all types of 
users. Improvements to street furniture 
will contribute to the attractiveness of the 
square; 

• Provision of safe access to from Lymm 
Dam to the village centre through ‘The 
Dingle’, which is inclusive to all types of 
users; 

• Connecting the Village Centre to future 
proposals and facilities such as provisions 
for the medical centre on Tanyard Farm by 
a new footbridge from the south side of 
the Bridgewater canal; 

• Improve parking facilities within the Village 
Centre e.g. by formalising on street parking 
around the village centre. Also, ensure 
future developments include adequate 
parking to discourage overspill parking on 
narrow streets. 

• Consider shared surface for the area 
around The Cross and Bridgewater Street.

• Use of consistent design features for 
public spaces to improve the public realm 
e.g. the canal frontage at Davies Way and 
Henry Street car parks
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Threats

• Lack of legibility and ease of movement 
reducing resident and user experience of 
Lymm village; 

• Lack of high-quality public realm 
impacting a sense of place and image of 
Lymm village; 

• Lack of connectivity and well-signed 
routes impacting use of facilities within 
Lymm village and decrease dwell time; 

• Car dependency and lack of ease of 
movement will result in an unsustainable 
community; 

• Lack of parking facilities and inadequate 
parking provisions will result in car 
dominating the street scene and impact 
the attractiveness of the village centre;
1. Poor maintenance of existing active 

travel routes, which is encouraging car 
use over walking and cycling

2. Future development not considering 
linking to existing active travel routes.

3. Development of surrounding areas (the 
proposed development in Carrington 
(Trafford Council) and the Six:56 at the 
M6 / M56 motorway junction

4. Increased barriers imposed 
around Lymm by the Bridgewater 
canal, the Manchester ship canal, 
motorways and possibly future HS2 
/ HS3 developments, and the issues 
associated with crossing these and the 
trend of congestion increasing around 
major junctions (such as M56 J7 & 8, 
M6 J19 & 20, Warburton Bridge Road, 
Latchford Ship Canal crossings). 
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6  Engagem
ent06
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General Description

During the preparation of the Design Code 
document, two neighbourhood plan working 
group engagement events were held. These 
workshops gave members the opportunity 
to ascertain, share and debate the key 
opportunities and constraints. These events 
helped to confirm an understanding of the 
key issues, and also helped to shape the 
content of the design principles & guidance. 

Workshops

The inception meeting was held on 11th 
December 2019. The study area was 
confirmed, and the aims of the masterplan 
were discussed. A site visit was carried out 
on the same day.

Two workshops were held in 2020 and 2021 
to review the report in progress. 

Final Discussion

The final workshop was held on 24th 
February 2022. The structure of the 
masterplan was changed to focus on the 
vision instead of the baseline study. The 
study area was extended from the village 
centre to the whole parish area. 

Engagement
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About AECOM
AECOM is built to deliver a better world. We design, build, finance and 
operate infrastructure assets for governments, businesses and organiza-
tions in more than 150 countries. As a fully integrated firm, we connect 
knowledge and experience across our global network of experts to help 
clients solve their most complex challenges. From high-performance 
buildings and infrastructure, to resilient communities and environments, 
to stable and secure nations, our work is transformative, differentiated and 
vital. A Fortune 500 firm, AECOM had revenue of approximately $17.4 
billion during fiscal year 2016. See how we deliver what others can only 
imagine at aecom.com and @AECOM.


